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Our Mission 
The Utah Developmental Disabilities Council will 

advocate, build capacity and encourage 

systems change to support people with 

disabilities and their families to fully and 

independently participate in their communities. 

ADVOCACY COMMUNITY 

INDEPENDENCE EMPOWERMENT 



 

 

Message from 

the Chair 

It has been an absolute 

honor to serve on the Utah 

Developmental Disabilities 

Council for the past nine 

years. The time has flown 

by in so many ways and I 

shall definitely miss the 

interactions, the learning 

and the amazing people 

that I was privileged to 

work with! Our Executive 

Director, Claire Mantonya, 

retired in April of this year 

and she was an incredible 

mentor and friend. I have 

definitely missed the 

almost daily interactions 

we shared. 2018 was the 

second year of our new 

Five-Year Plan and it has 

been a year of great 

accomplishments for the 

Council. Through a contract 

with the Center for Persons 

with Disabilities, we 

completed the research 

phase of our Health 

objective to learn about the 

counties with the largest 

gaps in health resources 

and services. We hope to 

move forward with finding 

creative and effective ways 

for these counties to 

address some of those 

gaps.  

We are also seeing excellent 

results with the ABCD Project 

in Tooele, where Sidney 

Rasher is our Community 

Connector, helping the Tooele 

community to promote 

existing health resources and 

to develop new ones for their 

Spanish speaking citizens.  

The Council hired Justin 

Knutson to research the area 

of transportation for 

individuals with disabilities in 

Utah, especially to help with 

finding and retaining 

employment. Justin did a 

wonderful job locating existing 

pockets of transportation 

resources as well as laying the 

groundwork for new 

transportation options. Stay 

tuned for exciting 

developments in that area!  

Deborah Bowman, UDDC Chair 
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Continued from p. 3 

Our Advocates as Leaders 

Speakers Network trained 

over 700 people on various 

disability topics and a 

Conference Committee of 

self-advocates is planning a 

Self-Advocacy Conference 

in the spring of 2019. 

Please watch for that 

information coming out 

soon. You may have 

noticed that the Council is 

sporting a new logo! Itôs 

just another way to show 

that the Utah 

Developmental Disabilities 

Council is moving forward 

with fresh new ideas and 

the energy to make them 

happen.  

Our Council is so fortunate 

to have Libby Oseguera as 

our new Executive Director. 

Libby was our Program 

Manager for five years 

before leaving for a 

position at the Utah 

Department of Health. We 

are so glad she came back 

to us and appreciate her 

previous Council experience 

so she could jump in with 

both feet running! She has 

done a remarkable job for 

the past five months and I 

feel she will be a great 

positive influence on our 

Council and on the 

developmental disabilities/

intellectual disabilities 

system. We also appreciate 

Eric Stoker, Rickie Crandall, 

Avery Pince-Hyder and 

Lindsey Hunter for the 

excellent, dedicated 

support they give our 

Council and its goals. I 

wish you all the best of luck 

for the future. Thank you 

for past nine years of 

phenomenal disability 

tutoring!  

  - Deborah Bowman, Chair 

Deborah Bowman pictured with 

UDDC member Kristen Hone and 

Executive Director Libby Oseguera 

ñThe Utah Developmental 

Disabilities Council is 

moving forward with fresh 

new ideas and energy.ò 
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